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Fish something that 'makes sense' (i.e. matches what you see getting active) and cover water. I always say that if an area looks like it's holding fish it probably is, so cover water and cast into anything that looks 'fishy'.From a bug perspective the Midge / BWO / Stonefly / Caddis game will be coming alive throughout the next few months and you
should match your flies accordingly. photograph by Ahmad TerrySouth Platte RiverDeckers, CO (6,398ft)The Deckers area has a storied history, forged by fire, water, and the Colorado spirit. Swing by the fly shop! If you see someone poaching, call Operation Game Thief 1-877-265-6648, with a description or swing by the shop and give us a heads-up.
Water temperature is in the mid to high 30s. Don't worry about starting early in the morning. Though difficult to put into words, there’s something about this section of The Platte that just feels as though it were designed for walk & wade fly fishing. Let things warm up a little. My approach to fishing around spawning fish is to always find the closest
available deep water (drop off/shelf/bucket/etc) below the spawning fish. Book a trip to Deckers and experience a slice of Colorado fly fishing history. This splendid fishery is a picturesque trout stream, located about an hour from both metro Denver and Colorado Springs. The trout feed year round in this nutrient rich tailwater and grow to trophy
sizes. It’s not uncommon to hook browns, rainbows, and cuttbows in the 20”-24” range. Deep pockets, riffles, and slow runs will challenge your angling skills. Mule deer, eagles, and other Colorado wildlife also cruise these vibrant riverbanks as well, making the Deckers area of the South Platte a blissful wilderness escape, seemingly right in Denver’s
backyard.Our guides have intimate knowledge of this South Platte fishery and will teach you how to be successful here. Sculpzillas, slumpbusters, sparkle minnows (white/olive/black), thin mints and double mints. Focus on getting your weight dialed in. Midges are the name of the game right now Olive, Black and Tan have been the top colors in size
22 or 24. e<tan or olive Scud - size 14-18 eorenge/yellow Egg - size 16 <Fire Pure Midge - size 20-22 +<Cheesman Emerger - size 22 *tan/black Bling Midge - size 22-24 <Flashback pheasant tail - size 20-24 *Mercury Midge - size 20-22 If you need any flies or could use advice on rigging. These areas will be congregating fish that have either A)
spawned and are seeking shelter, or B) are holding fish that are still in pre-spawn mode. Stick with the small / midsized stuff that is a little slimmer in profile to find the most consistant success.Fly recommendations: San Juan Worm (brown/red/wine), eggs, leeches (olive/black/purple/rust), scuds, Barr's BWO emerger, Juju Baetis, Sniper Baetis,
Batwing BWO, Shotglass baetis, Barr's graphic caddis, buckskins, Barr's PMD emerger, Jujubee midges, miracle midges, wd40's, rs2's, foamback emergers (chocolate thunder), pure midges, flashbang midges, mercury bead black beauty's, bling midges, pheasant tails, copper johns. As spring wears on however, these four bugs will become the name
of the game and fishing patterns from these four families will always be a safe bet.Lastly, when it comes to flies the biggest rule is to not overthink it. The often gin clear water, mostly gravel stream bed, stunning scenery, abundant trout life, and ideal river width all come together to form a magical spot to fly fish on foot. Fork of the South Platte so
don't be afraid to get out and explore some new water if you've never done so here.Deckers is home to a very healthy population Rainbow Trout that can exceed 20" and you can expect to see them moving up onto the shallow flats with regularity as the spawn approaches. If you're nymphing, fish your flies close- like 10" apart- and use plenty of weight.
Then, sit back and relax while taking in the Colorado sunshine, a majestic view of Long Scraggy Peak, and the pure satisfaction of a day spent fly fishing. Spring can be a magical time to be on the South Platte River, with the Deckers stretch providing some truly incredible and consistent fishing over these next few months. Flies & Lies Weekly Report
01-06-22 - Happy New Year!! CFS : at Cheesman canyon dam - 130 CFS : at Trumbull below brush creek - 130 Over the past week Deckers received its first big snowstorm of the season and we couldn't be happier to see it! This has however cooled things down significantly. Speaking of Rainbows and Browns - these are the predominant species of
trout in the South Platte and can effectively be targeted in the shallow riffles, buckets, drop offs, rock gardens, etc. If you happen find fish up on their redds- LEAVE THEM ALONE!. Additionally, these locations will typically also be packed with Brown trout that are picking up the eggs being washed downriver from those upstream spawners. The best



fishing is between 11-4:30 Nymphing is your best bet. Streamer fishing can also get quite good in the Fall, particularly on cloudy days. Like any river within an easy drive of Denver, don't expect to have this river to yourself. That said, seeing as how Deckers doesn't receive a run of lake fish, you can almost always expect to have some elbow room
through mid-April. As spring warms up, the river should start to fish well from the town of Deckers clear to the confluence with the N.
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